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Preparing Students for College, Career, and Civic Life 



Purpose of Tonight’s 
Presentation 

• Why Revise the Curriculum?  
• Process of Curriculum Development 
• Overview of Documents 
• Resource Search & Recommendations 
• Next Steps / Evaluation 
• Anticipated Costs of Implementation 



Why Revise the Curriculum? 

• Last revisions for Elementary School were 
2003 

 
• Last revisions for Social Studies in Middle 

School and High School were in 2009-2010 
 
• Vertical curricular alignment PreK-12 



New Standards 

• Connecticut Core Standards (2010) 
 

• College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) 
Framework (2013) 
 

• Connecticut Social Studies Framework 
(2015) 



C3 Framework (2013) 

• Based on research about how students 
understand social studies and read / 
analyze various documents and sources 

• Four dimensions of the inquiry process: 



C3 Framework (2013) 

 



Dimension 1: Developing 
Questions and Planning Inquiries  
• Compelling Questions 

– A question a specialist may ask 
– Written in student-friendly language 
– A question that will excite students 
– Both teacher and student generated 
– *Crafting good compelling questions can be more 

challenging that it appears 
• Supporting Questions – to focus (scaffold) 

investigation, contribute knowledge and insights 
 

Compelling 
Question 

Example: Was the American Revolution revolutionary? 



Dimension 2: Applying 
Disciplinary Concepts & Tools 

• Focuses on big disciplinary concepts that 
students need to understand and apply as 
they study the specifics defined in content 
objectives  
 



Dimension 3: Evaluating 
Sources & Using Evidence 

• The skills students need to analyze 
information and come to conclusions 
– Gathering relevant information from multiple 

sources 
– Evaluating sources 
– Developing claims and counterclaims  
– Identifying evidence from sources to support 

claims 
 

 



Dimension 4: Communicating 
Conclusions and Taking Informed Action 

• Communicating Conclusions 
– Presenting arguments and explanations on 

issues and topics using a variety of 
culminating activities  

• Taking Informed Action 
– Application of student work to real-world 

situations 
 



CT Social Studies Frameworks 
(2015) 

• Guided by C3 
• Not intended to be a state curriculum 
• A framework for curriculum revision 
• Proposed documents were guided by the 

CT Frameworks 



The Process for Curriculum 
Development 

• Research and Review (2014-2015) 
• Teacher curriculum writing in course committees 

(Spring 2015 – Fall 2015) 
• Three parent focus groups for feedback 

(December 2015) 
• Materials posted on website for feedback  
• Feedback from the state Social Studies Consultant 

and from the CT Council for the Social Studies 
• Curriculum Council Review (April 2016) 
• Documents revised based on feedback 



Proposed FPS Social Studies 
Documents 

• All Documents aligned to CT and C3 
Inquiry Standards 
– Driven by the use of questions to spark curiosity, 

deepen investigations, acquire rigorous content, and 
enable students to apply knowledge and ideas 

• Composed of Deep and Enduring 
Understandings, Concepts, and Skills 

• Direct and Explicit Connection to CT Core 
Standards 



Proposed Elementary School 
Documents 

• Proposed Changes in Content 
– No significant changes PreK-1 
– Grade 2 

• People Making a Difference within a variety of 
communities 

 
– Grade 3 

• Local and State Contributions to America’s Story 
including the roles played by indigenous people 



Proposed Elementary School 
Documents 

• Proposed Changes in Content 
– Grade 4 

• Local, National and Global Regions 
 

– Grade 5 
• Pre-Colonization through the American Revolution 



Proposed Secondary 
Documents 

• Proposed Changes in Content: 
– Grades 6-7 

• From Ancient Civilizations (6) and Geography for Life 
(7) to a two-year course on World Regions embedding 
Geography, History, Economics, and Civics 

 
– A More Perfect Union (US History Grade 8) 

• Revision of two units covering the 19th Century 
• Continues to be chronological with a focus on primary 

and secondary themes 
 



Proposed Secondary 
Documents 

• Proposed Changes in Content 
– Global Studies (9) and Modern Global Studies (10) 

• Minor shifts in content 
– United States History (11) 

• Remains chronological with a focus on four themes 
– New High School Electives 

• AP Comparative Government and Politics 
• Sociology  
• Contemporary United States History (Since 1945) 

 



The New Documents: PreK-5 



The New Documents: PreK-5 



The New Documents: PreK-5 



The New Documents: 
Grades 6-12 

 



The New Documents:  
Grades 6-12 
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The New Documents:  
Grades 6-12 

 



The New Documents:  
Grades 6-12 

 



Feedback from Experts in the 
Field 

• Steve Armstrong 
– State of Connecticut Social Studies Consultant 

• “I was impressed by all of the work done on the K-5 documents”.  
I especially applaud the changes you made in grades 6 and 7: I 
think that the new courses are both compelling and engaging.” 

 
• “The students in Fairfield will absolutely benefit from the work 

that you and your team did in creating this curriculum… 
according to all of the latest research on effective social studies 
instruction, [you have] created an outstanding curriculum 
framework.” 



Feedback from Experts in the 
Field 

• Dr. John Tully 
– Professor of History (CCSU); Secondary 

Social Studies Coordinator; Co-Chair CCSS 
• “The curriculum you and your team have created … reflects 

the best thinking at the national and state levels of how to 
engage, motivate, and educate adolescents to reach their 
highest potential as students and citizens.” 

 
• “Your concentration on having students use evidence and 

disciplinary literacy to answer big questions, questions that 
they will have to answer and reflect upon throughout their 
adult lives, is the best way to engage students in learning.” 



Feedback from Experts in the 
Field 

• Dr. John Tully 
– Professor of History (CCSU); Secondary 

Social Studies Coordinator; Co-Chair CCSS 
• “I was particularly impressed with your team’s reorganization 

of the 6-7 World Regional Studies classes.  These classes 
will help students make sense of the world around them.” 

 
• “The split of US history into chrono-thematic surveys is an 

excellent idea.” 

 



PreK-5 Resources 

• Trade books, online resources, primary 
sources and other supplemental guides 
and sources will be researched and 
provided  

 
• Ongoing support from Local and State 

History Centers 
 



Resource Review Process 6-12  

• Factors in Consideration: 
– Content 
– Readability 
– Rigor 
– Ancillary Materials  

• Initial Teacher Search Committees 
• Review Committees  
• Publisher Presentations  
• Community Viewing and Feedback 



Resource Recommendations 
To Be Purchased for 2016-2017 

Grade Course Title Author Publisher Copyright

6 & 7
World Regional 
Studies 

National Geographic 
World Cultures and 
Geography

National 
Geographic

Cengage 2017

8
A More Perfect 
Union: US History

Discovering Our Past: A 
History of the United 
States

Appleby, et al. McGraw Hill 2014

11
United States 
History 31

America: The Essential 
Learning Edition

Shi and Tindall Norton 2015

11
United States 
History 32

United States History 
and Geography

Appleby, et al. McGraw Hill 2014

11
AP United States 
History

Give Me Liberty: An 
American History

Foner Norton 2013

11&12
AP Comparative 
Government and 
Politics

Essentials of 
Comparative Politics

 O'Neil Norton 2015

11&12 Sociology Sociology and You Shepard McGraw Hill 2014



Resource Recommendations 
To Be Purchased for 2017-2018 

Grade Course Title Author Publisher Copyright

9 Global Studies
Holt McDougal Ancient 
World History

Beck, et al.
Houghton 
Mifflin 

2018

11&12
AP US 
Government and 
Politics 

American 
Government: 
institutions and 
Policies

Wilson, et al. Cengage 2015

12
AP Modern 
European History

A History of Western 
Society

McKay
Bedford, 
Freeman, 
and Worth

2014

11&12 Economics
Understanding 
Economics

Clayton McGraw Hill 2014



Next Steps 

• Curriculum Implementation Guides 
• Research and Writing Expectations (K-12) 
• Common Assessments 
• Professional Development / Collaborative 

Planning 
• Inquiry / Performance Tasks  
• Implementation and Continuous Evaluation 

– Observations, Feedback, Student Data 



Anticipated Cost of 
Implementation 

• Textbooks / Professional Resource Cost: 
 2016-2017 for Grades 6-12: $385,000 
 2017-2018 for Grades PK-5: $TBD 
 2017-2018 for Grades 6-12: $240,000 

• Summer Work / Implementation Guides: 
 2016-2017 for Grades PK-5: $3,200 (June, 2016) 
 2016-2017 for Grades 6-12: $17,500 
 2017-2018 for Grades PK-5: $TBD 

• Professional Development / Training: 
 2016-2017 for Grades 6-12: $6,500 
 2017-2018 for Grades PK-5: $TBD 
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