Changing Communities:
People Who Make a Difference
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Grade 2- Changing Communities: (11/19/2015) DRAFT

Description: Second-grade students will engage in the study of our local government and the various roles and responsibilities that are needed to
make a community thrive. Students will explore how people from the past and present have made a difference in their town, state, country, and
world while gaining perspective on how and why we decide to remember specific people from the past.

Students will be encouraged to form opinions, take action and become involved in making a difference within their community.

Central Understanding (Goals) Compelling Questions:
HISTORY:
e Students will understand how people can make a difference e How do the actions of people in the past influence us today?
in society. e Why do people have different views about what is good for my
e Students will explore how individuals and groups of people school, town, state, and country?
make a difference in our town, state, country, and world. e How do different sources of information like music, film,
e Students will understand how and what do we decide to newspapers, monuments, and stories tell us about the past and
remember about the past. about how people and groups made a difference in the past?
e Students will be able to connect important people from the e How do people and groups decide how to make the world a better
past and significant events that have occurred to what place?
happens today in their community. CIVICS:

e What is “government” and what does it do?

e How do American ideas such as liberty, freedom, justice, and
equality influence how and why people make a difference in
society?

e What does it mean to make a difference in society?

ECONOMICS:

e How do individuals and groups make a difference by influencing
the way we live and what we have?

e How does what people do in their jobs contribute in some way to
the community?

GEOGRAPHY::
e How do maps help us understand our community?
o What do people do when the environment does not meet their needs?

Trimester 1: Government
Trimester 2: People and groups that make a difference locally
Trimester 3: People and groups that have made a difference over time




Monitoring Student Progress

summative and project based assessments.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.9

Students’ progress in relation to the content and skill standards will be measured with teacher-generated as well as district-wide, formative

Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.

Unit 1: Government

Content Objectives:

Students will be able to identify how people work together through government to affect change while exploring the rights and responsibilities of
active citizens within communities. Identifying American democratic principles and values such as liberty, freedom, justice, and equality will
enable students to discover how their values and decisions impact others around them.

Unit Compelling and Supporting Questions

Compelling Questions:
Students will apply disciplinary concepts to investigate compelling
questions such as:

What is ‘government’ and what does government do?

How do people and groups decide how to make the world a different
place?

Supporting Questions
HISTORY:
e How have people and groups with different views shaped a
community?
e How do the actions of people in the past influence us today?
e What causes people in my school and community to take action
to make the world a better place
CIVICS:
e What is government and what does government do?
e What are the rights and responsibilities of citizens within a
community?
e What does it mean to be free and what responsibilities come
with freedom?
ECONOMICS:
e How do individuals and groups make a difference by
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influencing how we live and what we have?
e How do my family and school make decisions about what to
buy and how to spend money?
GEOGRAPHY:

e How does the environment affect who makes decisions, how
they are made and why?







Unit 2: People Making a Difference in Fairfield

Content Objectives:
Students will be able to identify the impact that people and groups have on our local community past and present. They will explore the
various jobs and roles of citizens who contribute to our towns’ story including the impact community workers have on our economy.

Compelling Question: Supporting Questions
Students will apply disciplinary concepts to investigate compelling HIST:
questions such as: e How have actions of people in the past influence our community
today?
e What are the different roles people play in our local community
How have people tried to improve communities over time? and how does their work affect our lives and the decisions we

make in our town? (Police, merchants, business people,
teachers, construction workers, etc.)
1V:

O

e What does it mean to make a difference in your community?
CON:

e How do needs and wants affect how communities are formed
and how they function?

How do things we use get to our community?

What services are provided in our town?
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GEO:

How does where we live affect how we live?
How can maps help us to learn about the important places in our
town?










Unit 3: People from the Past who Contribute to Society

Content Objectives:

and make connections to our society and world today.

Compelling Questions:
Students will apply disciplinary concepts to investigate compelling
questions such as:

How have the actions and beliefs of people throughout time made an
impact on society?

What is your role in society?

Students will be able to identify people who have made a difference in society, and how and why we remember their contributions from the past

Supporting Questions

HIST:

What evidence do we have that individuals have impacted
society?

How and why do we remember certain people and how do we
honor their thinking and influence?

How do we know individuals or people have made a difference
in society?

Who are the people who have impacted Fairfield in the past and
how have they impacted the way we live today?

What were the contributions/goods and services made by
individuals and groups?

How has the economic choices of those from the past impacted
the economic choices we make today?

How have humans affected the culture and the environment of
the communities we live in? (Town, state, country)

How can maps help us learn more about the significant changes
that people have made in our community?










