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 Estimation Strategies 






Name __________________________
Estimate each sum by rounding to the nearest 100.  Then tell whether your estimate is an overestimate or an underestimate and how you know this. 

1. Estimate    488 + 369
 _______ + _______ = _______    
This is an overestimate /underestimate because…      __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Estimate    513 + 338
 _______ + _______ = _______     
This is an overestimate /underestimate because…      __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Estimate each sum by rounding to the nearest 1000.  Then tell whether your estimate is an overestimate or an underestimate and how you know this. 

3. Estimate  6,281 + 4,102
___________ + __________
= __________
   
This is an overestimate /underestimate because…      __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Estimate  5,829 + 1,872 
___________ + __________ = __________
   
This is an overestimate /underestimate because…      __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Choose the expression that you think will give the BEST estimate. Show your thinking.

5. Estimate  1,123 – 898

a.   1,100 – 900 
b.   1,200 – 900
c.  1,100 – 800 

6. Estimate    4,886 + 3,297
a.   4,000 + 3,000
b.   5,000 + 3,000
c.  5,000 + 4,000
7. Estimate    41,318 + 53,829
a.   40,000 + 50,000
b.   40,000 + 60,000
c.  50,000 + 60,000
8. Estimate    6,632 - 3,718
a.   6,000 - 4,000
b.   7,000 - 3,000
c.  7,000 - 4,000
9. Your goal is to score 1,000 points for your school basketball team.  Last year you scored 583 points and so far this year you have scored 367 points.  Use estimation to determine if you have reached your goal.  Is your estimate an overestimate or an underestimate?  How do you know?
Challenge: Three 4th grade classes participated in a fundraiser.  One class raised $418.49, another class raised $653.54, and the third class raised $884.76.  Use a strategy that will produce an underestimate to estimate the total amount of money raised by the three classes.
