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     Estimating Fraction Sums






Name _________________________

Use estimation to solve the following problems.  You may use fraction circles or fraction strips.  Use drawings to show your thinking.
1. Pat used 
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 of a cup of whole wheat flour in one recipe and
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 of a cup of flour in another recipe.  Did he use more than or less than 1 cup of whole wheat flour in all? Show work.
2. Mr. Jones bought
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 pounds of Swiss cheese and 
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 pounds of American cheese at the deli.  Did he buy more or less than one pound of cheese? Show your work.
3. April’s brother ate 
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 of her birthday cake and April ate 
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 of the birthday cake.  Did they eat more than or less than 
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 of the birthday cake in all? Show your work. 
4. April’s brother said that it is easy to find the sum without estimating: 
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+
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=
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.  This can be found by adding the numerators (1 + 1 = 2) and the denominators (3 + 4 = 7).  Therefore together he and April ate 
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 of the cake.  Do you agree with April’s brother?  Use estimation to explain your answer.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Challenge problem:  Which sum do you think is larger, 
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 +
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  OR 
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 +
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 ?  Explain your thinking.
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