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 Subtracting Fractions I





Name _______________________

Solve the following problems.  Show your thinking by illustrating each problem with a drawing.  You may also wish to represent the problem using fraction strips, rulers, counters, or number lines.  Then represent each problem with a number sentence.
1. Amanda lives 
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10

 of a mile from school.  She is walking to school, and so far she has walked 
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10

 of a mile.  How much farther does she have to walk until she gets to school?

2. Tim drinks water from a bottle that contains
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 of a quart of water.  When he finished drinking, the bottle had 
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 of a quart left.  How much water did Tim drink?

3. Jen has two pet spiders.  Harry is 
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12

 inches long and Sally is 
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 inches long.  How much longer is Harry than Sally?  
4. Billy has 
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 of a pound of ham.  He uses 
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4

 of a pound of ham to make a ham sandwich.  How much ham is left over?
5. Gina is watching a movie that is 1
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4

 hours long.  So far she has been watching the movie for 1
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2

 hours.  How long will it take her to finish the movie? 

Challenge problem:  Dan has a piece of wood that is 8
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4

 feet long.  He cuts one piece of wood that is 2
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 feet long and another piece that is 4
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 feet long.  How many feet of the original piece of wood are left?
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