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Guess What

All students will need their own set of sorting shapes. Secretly hide one of the
shapes (put it into a drawer or envelope). Your students will now ask you yes or no
questions. When a question is asked, write it at the front of the rocm or on an
overhead. Answer the question. Students are to remove all of the shapes that do not
satisfy the answer you gave them. This continues until one student guesses the
correct shape.

Here’s an example: You have chosen an equilateral triangle as your secret shape.
One student asks, "Does it have 4 sides?" You answer, "No." The entire class
removes all shapes with 4 sides from their sets of shapes. The next student asks,
"Are all of the sides congruent?” You answer, "Yes," and the entire class removes
all shapes with non-congruent sides from their sets. This continues until someone
correctly guesses the secret shape.

If after the game, there are some students that did not have the correct shape still on
their desks, go back through the questions on the board and have them figure out
what characteristic they did not understand.

At Their Desks

The following are games that could be played by pairs or smali groups using their
sorting shapes. They can be played in any order for a length of time determined by
the teacher. A suggestionis to play games for one class period, and then have them
play one game as a lesson opener at various times throughout the year or unit. In
any game, students are to write down new terms on the Shape Up activity sheet.
These terms will then be added to the word wall near the end of the class.

. 1Am a...

o played in groups of 4 split into 2 teams of 2
= one set of sorting shapes per large group

Each team will take turns playing. Each group should spread out all the shapes on
the table. The first team will choose one person who will be the describer. That
person will choose a secret shape from the set of sorting shape. The describer can
state up to three clear statements that describe the shape they have chosen.
Encourage students to use geometry vocabulary, but also use more common
wording if they don’t know if their partner is familiar with a given term. For
nstance, if the describes chooses a regular pentagon, then the statements might be:

» Jtisa pentagon.
e It has five sides.
e All of the sides have equal lengths.




