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Day Trip Three

CUT AND TELL

Fold, cut, predict, and check! Can we mentally
unfold a piece of paper and visualize a cut-out
design? Our minds really get some exercise as
the shapes develop.

1 Fold a quarter sheet of paper in half and
cut out half a heart as if making a valentine.
Discard the piece that you cut out; have
students focus on the shape left in the sheet
of paper. Draw what you think this paper
will look like when I unfold it. Unfold the
sheet of paperand show the heart-shaped
cutout. Let students show their sketches.

2 Fold a quarter-sheet of paper in fourths and
cut out a simple piece. Now, draw what you
think this paper will look like when I unfold
it. Have students draw the fold lines on their
own quarter sheets of paper, then try to draw
the shape and location. of the hole you cut.
When the students are ready, unfold your
paper and let thenx compare sketches.

3 Now it’s your turn. Have students work in
pairs and take turns: One partner folds and
cuts a piece of paper, the other sketches a
prediction, and finally they unfold the cut
paper and compare it to the sketch. Do sep-
eral cutouts so you and your partner each
have a chance to make lots of predictions.
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Near the end of math time, bring students to-
gether to share cutouts and prediction sheets.

© Who has a cutout that was easy to predict?
What made it easy to predict? How did
Yyou figure it out?

¢ Who has a cutout that was harder to
predict? Did your partnerfigure iz out?

® Who has a cutout that turrred-out very
different from a prediction?

© Did you iry to make some cutouts.difficult
to predict? What did you do to make
them difficult?
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