
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
FAIRFIELD, CT 

 
Policy Committee Meeting 

 
Monday, February 6, 2017 

4:30 p.m. 
501 Kings Highway East 

Superintendent’s Conference Room 
 

 
Agenda 

 
I. Call to Order  

 
II. Approval of January 3, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

 
III. Policy  
 
5145.15   Directory Information 
6111     Student Calendars  
6142  Basic Instructional Program 
6162.3    Testing 
6163.31 Dissection of Animals in Classrooms 
5141.213 Administering Medication – Opioid Overdose Prevention      

 
IV. Open Discussion/Public Comment 
 

V. Adjournment  
 
VI. Future Items 

 
Policies identified for revision in CABE audit 
Continued discussion of the use of Directory Information 

 
 
Future Mtg. Dates and Times: March 6, 2017 All meetings will be on Mondays, starting at 4:30 

unless otherwise noted.  See approved calendar 
 
 
All meetings will be held at 501 Kings Highway East, Superintendent’s Conference Room unless 
otherwise noted. 



 

 

 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
FAIRFIELD, CT 

 
Policy Committee Meeting 

 
Tuesday, January 3, 2017 

4:30 p.m. 
501 Kings Highway East 

Superintendent’s Conference Room 
 

 
Minutes 

 
I. Call to Order  

Meeting called to order at 4:41 PM. In attendance: J. Kennelly (Chair), A. Calabrese, D. 
Karnal (arrived 4:45), J. Coyne (administration) 

 
II. Approval of December 5, 2016 Meeting Minutes  Approved 3-0 

 
III. Policy  
 
 
5145.14    On-Campus Recruitment 
Committee reviewed this policy, made several edits and has asked for clarification from CABE 
of the term “full access” as stated in paragraph 3.  Approved for first reading by BOE after 
revisions are confirmed by CABE. 
 
5145.15   Directory Information   
Policy was reviewed and questions identified for clarification.  Will be reviewed at next Policy 
Committee meeting. 
 
6111   Student Calendar 
Policy was reviewed and questions identified for clarification.  Will be reviewed at next Policy 
Committee meeting. 
 
 
IV. Committee Matters 

 
Meeting Calendar for 2017 Approved 3-0 
 

V. Open Discussion/Public Comment  
No members of the public were present.  The committee requested an update on the 
progress of the work on mandatory policies identified in the CABE audit.   

 
VI. Adjournment   

Meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM 
 
VII. Future Items 



 

 

Policy 5145.15 Directory Information 
6111 Student Calendar 
Policies identified for revision in CABE audit 

 
 
Future Mtg. Dates and Times: All meetings will be on Mondays, starting at 4:30 unless otherwise 

noted: February 6, 2017 
 
 
All meetings will be held at 501 Kings Highway East, Superintendent’s Conference Room unless 
otherwise noted. 



6142(a) 
 

The recommended replacement for existing policy #6210 adopted 8/27/04 which is not compliant 
with recent legislative updates. 

 
Instruction 
 
Basic Instructional Program 
 
 
The basic instructional program shall be prescribed by the Board and be in accordance with the law. 
 
Although learning experiences offered students vary according to their individual needs and 
abilities, the instructional program will be designed to give all students a common body of skills, 
understandings, attitudes, and knowledge needed for living in a democratic society. 
 
An atmosphere fostering healthy growth shall prevail, recognizing in which ability encouraging 
excellence and providing a model of productive life as a model to emulate. 
 
As required by law the Board shall provide a program of instruction which shall include at least the 
following subject matter as taught by legally qualified teachers, the arts; career education; consumer 
education; health and safety; including, but not limited to, human growth and development; 
nutrition; first aid; including cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training (beginning with the 
school year commencing July 1, 2016); disease prevention; community and consumer health; 
physical, mental and emotional health; including youth suicide prevention; teen dating violence 
awareness and prevention; substance abuse prevention; safety; which shall include the safe use of 
social media, as defined in C.G.S. 9-601, and may include the dangers of gang membership, and 
safety and accident prevention; instruction on acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS); 
language arts, including reading, writing, grammar, speaking and spelling; mathematics; physical 
education; science; social studies, including, but not limited to, citizenship, economics, geography, 
government and history; computer programming instruction, and in addition, on at least the 
secondary level, one or more world languages and vocational education. 
 
World languages shall include American Sign Language provided such subject matter is taught by a 
qualified instructor under the supervision of a certified teacher. 
 
The “arts” means any form of visual or performing arts which may include, but not be limited to, 
dance, music, art and theatre. 
 
The implementation of these programs shall be the responsibility of the building principals. 
 
Note: The addition, as part of the health and safety curriculum, of cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) training, is to be based on the guidelines for emergency cardiovascular care issued by the 
American Heart Association and shall include, but not be limited to, hands on training in CPR. 
 
In addition, boards of education are allowed to accept gifts, grants, and donations, including in-kind 
donations, to purchase equipment or materials needed to provide CPR instruction in the schools. 
 
The addition of instruction on the safe use of social media (blogs, video blogs, podcasts, instant 
messaging, and other user-generated content) and computer programming instruction is also 
effective beginning in the 2016-2017 school year. 



6142(b) 
 
 
 
Instruction 
 
Basic Instructional Program (continued) 
 
 
Optional (District choice): 
 

1. Holocaust and genocide education and awareness; 
2. The historical events surrounding the Great Famine in Ireland; 
3. African-American history; 
4. Puerto Rican history; 
5. Native American history; 
6. Personal Financial Management, including, but not limited to, financial literacy;* and 
7. Training in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of automatic external 

defibrillators. 
 

*Instruction on personal financial management, including but not limited to financial 
literacy, must include any plan for such instruction developed by the State Department of 
Education, the Board of Regents for Higher Education and the UCONN Board of Trustees 
in consultation with the Banking Department. 
 

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 
 
10-16b Prescribed courses of study. (as modified by PA 97-45, PA 97-61, 
PA 08-153, PA 11-136, PA 14-234, PA 15-17, PA 15-94 and PA 15-138) 
 
10-18 Courses in United States History, government and duties and 
responsibilities of citizenship. 
 
10-19 Teaching about alcohol, nicotine or tobacco, drugs, and acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome.  Training of personnel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Policy adopted: 
rev 7/08 
rev 7/11 
rev 6/14 
rev 11/15 

Sample policies are distributed for demonstration purposes only.  Unless so noted, contents do not necessarily reflect official policies of the 
Connecticut Association of Boards of Education, Inc.



6162.3(a) 
 

Existing policy, #6423 adopted 8/27/04, recodified and revised to comply with PA 15-238. 
 
Instruction 
 
Instructional Resources 
 
Instructional Resources for Teachers 
 
Testing 
 
Appropriate standardized tests, as well as criterion-referenced tests, where applicable, shall be 
administered to designated grade levels to provide data for educational planning and to assess 
student learning. Further, the Fairfield Public Schools shall be in compliance with all federal and 
Connecticut laws regarding administration of Connecticut Mastery Tests and the Connecticut 
Academic Performance Test statewide mastery examinations.  
 
Statewide Proficiency/Mastery Examinations 
 
Annually, each student enrolled in grades three through eight inclusive shall take a mastery 
examination or examinations that measures essential and grade appropriate skills in reading, 
writing or mathematics during any month of the school year. (Currently administered during the 
last 12 weeks of the school year). Students enrolled in grade eleven shall annually take a 
nationally recognized college readiness assessment approved by the State Board of Education 
that measures essential and grade appropriate skills in reading, writing and mathematics. Each 
student enrolled in grade five, eight, and ten shall, annually, in March or April, take a state-wide 
mastery examination that measures essential and grade appropriate skills in science. The State 
Board of Education shall approve the provision and administration of all mastery examinations. 
All examinations shall take place during the regular school day. 
 
Student scores on each component of the statewide eleventh grade state assessment may/shall be 
included on the permanent record and transcripts for eleventh grade students.  For each eleventh 
grade student who meets or exceeds the statewide mastery goal level on any component of the 
mastery examination, shall have a certification of such mastery made on the permanent record 
and transcript and be provided a certificate of mastery for each such component.   
 
Special education students shall participate in mastery testing except in the rare case when their 
Planning and Placement Team determines that participation would be inappropriate and 
recommends the use of an alternative assessment as specified by the State Board of Education. 
 
Limited English proficient (LEP) students, including those also identified as requiring special 
education, who are in their first year of enrollment in a U.S. school and have been in attendance 
for one school year or less may be permitted to be exempt from one administration of the 
reading/language arts portion of the mastery examination. These students must take the 
Language Assessment Scales (LAS-Links).  No such exemption is permitted, based on federal 
guidelines, from the mathematics and science assessments of the CMT and CAPT.  
Accommodations, as provided in classroom instruction may be used. 



6162.3(b) 
 
 
 
Instruction 
 
Statewide Proficiency/Mastery Examinations (continued) 
 
 
Limited English proficient students eligible for special education due to significant cognitive 
impairment must be tested on the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist, regardless of the one school year 
exemption option. 
 
Any alternate assessment, including the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist and the Connecticut 
Alternate Assessment, of students enrolled in special education, shall be available only to those 
students with significant cognitive disabilities.  Students with significant cognitive disabilities in 
grades three through eight and eleven shall be assessed with the Connecticut Alternative 
Assessment in English/language arts and mathematics. In science, eligible students with 
significant cognitive disabilities shall be assessed with the CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist in grades 
five, eight and ten. 
 
In compliance with federal law, out-of-level testing is not an option for students enrolled in 
special education. 
 
(cf. 5121 - Examination/Grading/Rating) 
(cf. 5125 - Student Records; Confidentiality) 
(cf. 6146 - Graduation Requirements) 
(cf. 6162.31 - Test Exclusion) 
 
Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 

10-14n Statewide mastery examination. Conditions for reexamination. 
Limitation on use of test results. (as amended by PA 03-174, PA 03-168, 
and PA 13-207, Section 115 of PA 14-217 and PA 15-238) 

10-14o Compensatory education grant. Financial statement of 
expenditures. 

10-14p Reports by local and regional boards re instructional improvement 
and student progress. 

10-14q Exceptions (as amended by PA 01-205) 

PA 15-238 An Act Concerning Students Assessments 

PL 107-110 – Title I, 34 CFR Part 200 

34 CFR, Part 200 Regulations appearing in Federal Register, 9/13/06. 
 
 
 
Policy adopted: August 27, 2004 FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Policy revised: Fairfield, Connecticut  
 
 



6163.31 
 

Existing policy #6223 adopted 8/27/04, recodified and wit required revisions to comply with 
recent legislation and with addition of legal references. 

 
Instruction 
 
Curriculum 
 
Basic Instructional Program 
 
Dissection of Animals in the Classroom  
 
Dissection of animals is one of many valid instructional methods used to enable students to 
achieve specific learning outcomes in life science courses at the middle school and high school 
levels. Laboratory and dissection activities will be conducted with sensitivity and appreciation 
for the organisms and the students.  
 
A student may choose teacher-determined alternative(s) to dissection, if a written request has 
been made by the student’s parent/guardian that such student has been excused from 
participating in or observing dissection of an animal as part of classroom instruction, which 
enable the student to achieve the specific learning outcomes of the course. If a student chooses 
the teacher-determined alternative to dissection.3 teacher guidance and assistance will be 
available. The selection of an alternative will not in and of itself affect the student’s grade.  
 
Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 
 
   P.A. 13-272 An Act Concerning Dissection Choice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Policy adopted: August 27, 2004 FAIRFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Policy revised: Fairfield, Connecticut  
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