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Board of Education 
Policy Guide 

Students 
 

Progress / Records 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION        6146 (a) 
 
Introduction 
 
I. Graduating Classes 2019-2022 
 
To graduate from the Fairfield Public Schools students in the class of 2019 to 2022 must earn a 
minimum of 43 credits and meet the credit distribution requirement.  A student must demonstrate 
the designated computer applications proficiency.  One semester equals 1 credit.  
 
Credit Requirements for Graduation 
       
To meet the minimum requirements for a high school diploma, a student must earn 43 credits and 
achieve the following credit distribution: 

 
English  8 credits 
Math 6 credits 
Science  6 credits 
Social Studies 6 credits   

(7 credits beginning with the class of 2015) 
Physical Education 
& Health   3.2 credits (16 units)  
Arts / Vocational    2 credits 
 
II.  Graduating Classes Beginning 2023 
 
For the graduating classes commencing in 2023 students must earn a minimum of 25 credits and 
meet the credit distribution requirement.  One semester equals .5 of a credit.  
 
For 7th and 8th grade students - credit earned upon successful completion in grade seven or eight 
of any course, the primary focus of which corresponds directly to the subject matter of a specified 
course requirement in grades nine to twelve, up to three (3) credits.  
 
Credit Requirements for Graduation 
       
To meet the minimum requirements for a high school diploma, a student must earn 25 credits and 
achieve the following credit distribution: 

 
Credits in the Humanities       9 credits 
comprised of: 

English         4.0 credits 
Social Studies  (1 in US History; .5 in Civics)    2.5 credits 
Fine Arts          .5 credits 
Additional credit in Humanities area, core or elective  2.0 credits 
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Credits in Science, Technology, Engineering and Technology (STEM) 9 credits 
comprised of: 
 Math         3 credits 

Science        3 credits 
 Additional credit in STEM area core or elective   3 credits 

 
Physical Education and Wellness      1 credit 
 0.5 credit must be in PE  
  
Health and Safety        1 credit 

0.5 credit must be in Health  
  
World Language        1 credit 
 
Electives         3 credits 
 These credits must be in addition to credits counting in the 

other required areas.     
 
Mastery Based Diploma Assessment      0.5 credit 
 Demonstrate proficiency in each of the six indicators  

of the Academic Expectations.     
 Proficient Score on SAT (defined below)    0.5 credit 
 
      
III.   SAT Performance 
      

Mathematics:  
 
Students will meet proficiency, as defined by the State of Connecticut, on the Mathematics portion 
of the SAT.   
 
Students who have not met the Connecticut SAT School Day mathematics criterion must 
demonstrate proficiency in one of the following ways. 
 
a. The student can submit other verified SAT scores that meet the district’s identified standard; 
 
b. The student may present an SAT or ACT sub-score test taken during Saturday administrations 
which meets the criteria for a passing score as outlined in the Administrative Regulation.  
 
c. The student can meet proficiency on the mathematics portion of the ACT which correspond to 
the district’s identified standard as outlined in the Administrative Regulation.  

 
d. The individual sub-tests of the SAT that do not meet the above criteria will be identified.  
Students will work with a teacher of mathematics to study for and pass a competency-based 
assessment or meet grade equivalency on a norm referenced assessment to demonstrate proficiency 
in those designated sub-test areas.   
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e. Performance tasks as part of the Academic Expectations will be provided during the fall of the 
senior year for those students who did not demonstrate proficiency on Options A-D as listed above. 
 

Reading: 
 

Students will meet proficiency, as defined by the State of Connecticut, on the Reading portion of 
the SAT. 
 
Students who have not met the Connecticut SAT School Day reading criterion must demonstrate 
proficiency in one of the following ways. 
 
a. The student can submit other verified SAT scores which meet the district’s identified standard; 
 
b. The student may present an SAT or ACT sub-score test taken during Saturday administrations 
which meets the criteria for a passing score as outlined in the Administrative Regulation.  
 
c. The student can meet proficiency on the reading portion of the ACT which corresponds to the 
district’s identified standard as outlined in the Administrative Regulation.  
 
d. The individual sub-tests of the SAT that do not meet the above criteria will be identified.  
Students will work with a teacher of reading to study for and pass a competency based assessment 
or meet grade equivalency on a norm referenced assessment to demonstrate proficiency in those 
designated sub-test areas.   
 
e. Performance tasks as part of the Academic Expectations will be provided during the fall of the 
senior year for those students who did not demonstrate proficiency on Options A-D as listed above. 
 
 
 
IV.   Requirements for Graduation 
 

Transfers  
 
If a student transfers to a Fairfield high school after completing three (3) years of high school 
elsewhere, he/she is exempt from Fairfield High School Performance Standards. 
 

Notification:  Teachers, Students, and Parents 
 
By October of the Senior Year, the guidance department will formally notify students, their 
teachers, and their parents or guardians if the district’s standard has not been met in the areas of 
Mathematics or Evidence- Based Reading and Writing. A plan will be put in place to assist the 
student in successful completion of an alternate pathway.   
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Options 

 
If a student does not meet the credits required for graduation he or she may return to the high 
school for a fifth year, enroll in summer school, or enroll in other course options as pre-approved 
by the headmaster(s) and Chief Academic Officer.   
 

Appeals 
 
The headmaster(s) shall oversee all appeals processes for accepting credit substitutions in unique 
circumstances, or accepting credit from accredited institutions outside the Fairfield Public School 
system, such as other high schools, higher education, and national programs. The final authority 
to determine graduation eligibility rests with the Chief Academic Officer.  
 
 
Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 
 
NEW LEGISLATION REFERENCE  HERE 
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