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35 + 9 = ? 
 
 

Using ten to think flexibly about numbers.  
Ten can be helpful in several ways: 

 By taking leaps of ten all at once 
and adjusting –  

for example 35 + 9= 35+10 – 1 

 By moving to the next multiple of 
10 – for example 35 + 9 =35 + 5 
(to get to 40, the next multiple of 
10) + 4 (this is also an example of 
getting to the next multiple of 10 by 
decomposing 9 into 5 and 4) 

 By using compensation to make a 
problem with 10 in it -  

for example, 35 + 9 = 34 + 10 

 

Determine if the following equations are 
equivalent. 
 
(9 + 3) + 7 = 9 +( 3 + 7) 
 

 They are equivalent because 
12 + 7 = 9 + 10 
     19  =  19 
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Identifying the unknown in varied problem 
structures. 
                                                                             
 Kevin had 14 video games.  His mom 
gave him 4 more video games for his 
birthday.  How many video games does 
he have now?   

14 + 4 = ☐ 

 
Kevin had 16 video games.  His mother 
gave him some new video games for his 
birthday.  Now he has 22 video games.  
How many did his mother give him?   

16 + ☐ = 22 

 
Kevin had some video games.  His 
mother gave him 7 more video games for 
his birthday.  Now he has 20 video 
games.  How many did he have before 
his birthday? 

☐ + 7 = 20 

 

 
 

 
 
    14    15       18             14 + 4 = 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                        
    16               20          22      16 + 6 = 22 
 
 
 
 
 
                    13         15               20 
                                              13 + 7 = 20 
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4 + 2 = 6 
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