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Why study music?

“Music education programs in schools offer a 

multitude of invaluable benefits for students 

ranging from collaboration and communication 

skills, creativity, self-expression, and leadership

to improved academic outcomes. Teaching music 

in classrooms is essential if we want to truly 

offer a world-class and well-rounded education 

to our students.” ~National Association for Music Education



Teaches 21st Century Skills

Leadership

Responsibility

Collaboration

Team work

Critical thinking

Problem solving

Communication

Creativity

Innovation

Personal discipline & focus

Accountability

Productivity

Flexibility

Adaptability

Self direction

Initiative 
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Philosophy

The Fairfield Public Schools believe that a comprehensive, sequential, high quality 

music education is an essential part of a complete and well-rounded education program.  

The study of music integrates both cognitive and creative skills as well as concepts 

from multiple disciplines which contribute to the holistic development of every child.

The study of music based on the artistic processes of creating, performing and 

responding provides multiple opportunities for students to engage in creative problem 

solving, and utilize critical and analytical thinking skills while also fostering social and 

emotional skills such as self-confidence, leadership and cooperative learning.

The foundational learning of music skills and concepts provides a pathway for lifelong 

participation in and appreciation of music and the arts, develops and reinforces 

essential life skills, and creates well-rounded, artistically literate and culturally aware 

citizens.

“I would teach children music, physics, and philosophy; but most importantly music, 

for the patterns in music and all the arts are the keys to learning.”  –Plato



Documents to be Presented

Kindergarten-Fifth Grade General Music

Fifth Grade Choir

Fourth Grade Strings

Fifth Grade Strings

Fifth Grade Band





Why Revise?

• FPS Elementary Music curriculum was last revised in 2011

• The current curriculum documents are aligned with the National 
Music Standards from 1994.

• New core arts standards were developed and adopted at the national 
level in 2014.

• The National Core Arts Standards were adopted as written by 
Connecticut in November of 2016.

• Opportunity to vertically align curriculum K-12.



Process for Curriculum Revision

• Research and Review (2015-2016 and 2016-2017 school year)
• Professional Development on the new standards

– Presentations by grade level and by strand to understand the framework of the standards, 
the organization of the standards and the translation to daily instruction and curriculum

• Looking at curriculum from other districts that have aligned with the new 
standards

• Revising content from our current curriculum

• Consultation with the State Arts Consultant
• Working to develop a new format and to align with CT’s adoption of the 

standards

• Teachers writing on PD days, meeting sessions and release time 
sessions.

• Feedback: from staff, administration, parent focus group and CAAA 
members

• Final Revisions the submitted



What are the new Core Arts 

Standards?

The new standards build an organizing framework for the five arts 
disciplines with the goal of shaping artistically literate students.  They 

link Music, Theater, Media Arts, Dance and Visual Arts.

They shift the music standards from an emphasis on skills and 
knowledge to an emphasis on overall conceptual understanding of 

music and the arts.  They are organized by artistic processes, process 
components, essential questions and enduring understandings.







How are the new 

standards 

organized and 

what do they 

look like?



Artistic Processes:
The way the brain and body make art and define the link between art 

making and the learner.

Creating: developing works of arts-making of the art-
conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work.

Performing: realizing artistic ideas and work through 
interpretation and presentation.

Responding: understanding and evaluating how arts 
convey meaning.

Connecting: (embedded in other processes) relating 
artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and 

external context



Anchor Standards & Performance 

Standards
Anchor Standards:

• Eleven in total

• Shared across the five arts disciplines

• Provide cross curricular linkages among and beyond arts 
disciplines

• Describe the actions required for the artistic processes

• Help teachers and students understand what is required for 
each artistic process

Performance Standards:

• Translate anchor standards into measurable goals that 
articulate student achievement



EUs & EQs

Enduring Understandings

Statements summarizing important ideas and core 
processes that are central to a discipline and have lasting 
value beyond classroom.

Essential Questions

According to Wiggins & McTighe, Essential Questions are 
open ended, thought provoking, require higher order 
thinking, raise additional questions, require support and 
justification as opposed to just a simple answer, an can 
and should be revisited over time.



Specific Arts 

Discipline

Artistic 

Process

Anchor 

Standard

Performance 

Standards

Process 

Components

Grade 

Level

Enduring 

Understanding and 

Essential Question



What are the Major Changes to FPS 

Curriculum Documents?

• Much of the content has remained the same

• Content topics were reorganized to align with 

the new standards and emphasize the four 

artistic processes

• Assessments are included in the document to 

be easily accessible and assist teachers in their 

backward design approach to planning.



Grade Level 

and summary 

statement

Course Skill 

Objectives: 

overarching 

objectives 

throughout 

the year

Artistic Processes and 

Anchor Standards from 

the new standards

Overarching goal for all 

music courses; creating 

artistically literate students.

Course Cover Page (similar 

for all courses)



A look at 

the 

General 

Music 

Documents

https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1zC8kZXrJdJ77TpSeeo2jYl-
dMPD_b6YD/view?usp=sharin
g

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zC8kZXrJdJ77TpSeeo2jYl-dMPD_b6YD/view?usp=sharing


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zC8kZXrJdJ77
TpSeeo2jYl-dMPD_b6YD/view?usp=sharing



Content 

Topic
Skill Objective: Specific objectives 

covered to address the content topic.  

Each is assessed in a measurable way 

via large/small group or individual 

performance or a written activity.

Artistic 

Processes

Enduring 

Understanding

Selected 

Essential

Questions

Selected 

Process 

Components 

Instructional 

Strategies/Process: How we 

teach the concepts and 

structure activities and lessons



Assessments notes and 

strategies: How we can 

measure student growth 

and mastery of the 

concepts



All assessments in one “pack” at 

the end of the document.  All 

documents are organized and 

labeled by content topic and type.



Performing 

assessment with 

rubric.



Written assessment ready 

to copy and give to 

students.







Connecting is really embedded in all that we do, but we 

have designed “assured experiences” to connect songs 

and concepts from music to other subject and content 

areas through focus questions and discussion.



A look at the 

Performing 

Ensemble

Documents



Ensemble Document Notes
• While the Fifth Grade Choir experience is embedded in the fifth grade music 

experience, we have created a separate curriculum document for the course. 

• The ensemble documents are organized by artistic processes as opposed to content 

topics.  “Connecting” is addressed in general music classes, in which all performing 

ensemble members are enrolled.

• Specific tasks, repertoire and assessments noted for Ensemble AND Small Group 

Lesson.

• Instrumental lessons focus on scales, instrument specific techniques and 

concepts.

• Ensemble rehearsals focus on applying the lesson techniques to full group 

repertoire.

• These documents contain specific instrumental and vocal skill level criteria unique 

to the Fairfield Public Schools.

• For Band and Orchestra, all assessments and instrumental skill levels are attached 

to the documents.

• For Choir, the skill levels are included in the document, and assessments are 

embedded in the Fifth Grade General Music curriculum.



In an effort to provide vertical 

alignment, all ensemble 

courses have a sequence 

listed.  The 

Vocal/Instrumental Skill 

Levels are vertically aligned 

through FPS, and the 

Ensemble Sequence Markers 

are aligned with the new 

standards.

In line with the 

new standards, 

some 

Ensemble 

Sequence 

Markers can 

span multiple 

years.



There is a distinction between 

Ensemble Goals and Small Group 

Lesson Goals.



Artistic 

Process

Enduring 

Understandings, 

Essential 

Questions & 

Process 

Components

Repertoire that is 

rehearsed and 

performed in both 

ensemble rehearsals 

and small group 

lessons

Specific tasks that students will 

accomplish to achieve the course goals.

Ensemble assessments: Referencing how 

teachers will measure student growth 

and achievement of ensemble skills and 

objectives.

Small group lesson assessments: Referencing how 

teachers will measure student growth and 

achievement of small group lesson techniques, 

concepts and skills.



Quality general music instruction, lesson instruction and ensemble rehearsal 

instruction at the elementary level set the foundation for lifelong learning of  

and appreciation for music.  

~Town Wide Orchestra Festival: 2018
531 performers grades 5-12

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1MCrEzIFPE
057RJDAybmQv2H5pXB61lp2

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1MCrEzIFPE057RJDAybmQv2H5pXB61lp2



