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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The AP Comparative Government and Politics course introduces students to the rich diversity of political life around the
world and provides an exploration of the major concepts of political science. The course uses a comparative approach to
examine the political structures and processes, governmental policies, and the political, economic, and social challenges
that exist among six selected countries: Great Britain, Mexico, Russia, Iran, China, and Nigeria. Additionally, students
examine how different governments approach similar problems by comparing the effectiveness of a diverse set of political
structures and institutions. This course is designed to be equivalent to an introductory Comparative Government and
Politics course at the college level.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to:

Compare and contrast political concepts, themes, and generalizations across the six case studies, as well as the
United States.

o Describe and explain typical patterns of political processes and behaviors and their consequences.

o Compare, contrast, and evaluate political institutions and political processes across countries to derive
generalizations and conclusions.

o Analyze and interpret basic data relevant to comparative government and politics.

e Analyze and interpret different types of primary and secondary sources of fundamental importance and relevance
to topical inquiry.

e Analyze the importance of context and point of view in historical and political interpretation (e.g. interpret events
and issues in context rather than in terms of national norms and values).

e Analyze and evaluate sources and interpretations (e.g. credibility, perspective, bias, and authenticity; verifiable or
unverifiable; fact or interpretation).

UNITS OF STUDY

e Introduction to Comparative Politics and Political Culture

e Citizen Participation: Interest Groups, Political Parties, and Elections

e Government and Policy Making

e Politics in the United Kingdom and the European Union

e Politics in the Russian Federation

e Politics in the People’s Republic of China

e Politics in the United States of Mexico

e Politics in the Islamic Republic of Iran

e Politics in Nigeria



COURSE POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS

GRADING

Insert % Here (Minimum of 70%).

Insert Categories/Weighting (ie. Papers — 30%)
Insert % Here (Maximum of 30%).

Insert Categories/Weighting (ie. Quizzes — 50%)

Summative Assessments:

Formative Assessments:

Behavioral Insert % Here (Maximum of 10%)
Characteristics: Insert Categories/Weighting (ie. Particip. - 90%)
Insert Additional Grading Information Here

MATERIALS

Insert Course Materials Here (ie. Textbook, Binder, Calculator, Highlighters)

EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS
Insert Course Expectations Here

EXTRA HELP
Insert Course Expectations Here

Insert Additional Information Here



