Changing Communities:
Regions of the United States
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Grade 4-Communities Across The United States (9/08/2015) DRAFT

Description:
In Grade 4, students engage in the study of local, United States and global geography as it relates to the cultural, economic, and political development of the

United States. This approach supports in-depth inquiry through the examination and evaluation of multiple sources and allows students to explore Fairfield,
regions of the United States and the world supported by the disciplines of history, civics, and economics.

Central Understanding (Goals)
Students will understand:

e How where we live affects how we live.

o How places change over time.

e The uniqueness of different groups of people.
e Therole climate plays in people’s lives.

e Why people move from one region to another.

e The global impact on the development of Fairfield and the United
States.

Trimester 1: Indigenous People: A Regional Study
Trimester 2: The Northeast Region
Trimester 3: The United States as a Region

CT Compelling Questions:

Students will apply disciplinary concepts to investigate compelling questions
such as:
HISTORY
e How does the culture of Fairfield/the United States reflect its history?
e How is an area or region shaped by its historical events?

CIVICS
e What causes areas or regions of the country to interpret laws
differently?
ECONOMICS
e What economic factors determine if an area or region is a good or a bad
place to live?

o How does the exchange of resources affect the quality of life for people
of a specific area or region?

GEOGRAPHY

e How can the map of the United States be used to analyze its history,
politics, and economics?

e How does the distribution of resources in the United States affect the
relationships among the various regions of the United States, the
citizens of each region and across the globe?

e How have the changes in technology affected the spread of thoughts
and ideas in the United States of America and across the globe?




Monitoring Student Progress

Students’ progress in relation to the content and skill standards will be measured with teacher-generated as well as district-wide, formative
summative and project based assessments.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.3

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific
information in the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.5

Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text
or part of a text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.6

Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information
provided.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.7

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive
elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI1.4.9

Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
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Unit 1: Indigenous People: A Regional Study

Content Objectives:
Students will be able to:

e Understand the physical landforms and bodies of water in various American regions.
o Explore the regional cultural practices of indigenous peoples, including ways of governing, geographic impact, and economic systems.
e Analyze ways that cultural practices of indigenous peoples in Connecticut/Fairfield were similar/different than they were in surrounding

regions.
. UnitCompellingand Supporting Questions
Compelling Question Supporting Questions
Students will apply disciplinary concepts to investigate compelling Students will apply disciplinary concepts to investigate supporting questions
questions such as: such as:
HIST:
How does where people live affect how they live and have lived in the e What do we mean when we talk about a country’s culture?
past? e How is a region shaped by its historical events?
Clv:
e How did the beliefs, values and laws differ amongst indigenous
people living within the various regions of the US?
ECON:
e How did the use of their regional resources affect the way the
indigenous people lived?
GEO:
e How did the geography and climate affect their culture?
e What can be learned about the indigenous people from topographical
maps of the United States of America?



http://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/







Unit 2: The Northeast Region

Content Objectives:

Students will be able to:
e Examine why the proximity to water was so important to development of the region.
e Evaluate the impact of immigration and migration on the Northeast region.
e Explore reasons for and results of development of large cities in the Northeast region.
e Examine laws and how they differ.

Compelling Question Supporting Questions
Students will apply disciplinary concepts to investigate compelling Students will apply disciplinary concepts to investigate supporting questions
questions such as: such as:
HIST:
How does where we live affect how we live? e How does the history of the Northeast region help to shape the
culture?
How and why do places change over time? e What is more important in creating regional identity: history or
geography?
Why do people move from one region to another? ClV:
e Why does the Northeast region have laws that differ from other
regions within the United States? (environmental)
ECON:
e What impact do Northeast regional resources have on the
economy?

e What economic opportunities exist for people living in the
Northeast region?

e What are the major industries that in the Northeast and CT that
have contributed to its success?

e How does the availability of certain resources affect the way the
Northeast region’s people live and interact with others?

e How can a United States map be used to analyze its history, politics,
and economics?
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Unit 3: The United States as a Region

Content Objectives:
Students will be able to:

Examine laws and how they differ from other regions globally.

Compelling Question
Students will apply disciplinary concepts to investigate compelling
questions such as:

How does where we live affect how we live?

How does climate affect human beings and our decisions?

e Examine why natural resources are important to the development of the United States of America.
e Evaluate the impact of immigration and migration on the United States region.

e Explore reasons for and results of development of large cities in the United States region.
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Supporting Questions
Students will apply disciplinary concepts to investigate supporting questions
such as:

HIST:

e How does the history of the United States region help to shape
the American culture?
Does the United States today have a “single” American culture?
What binds the regions of the US together?

Q
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Why does the United States region have laws that differ from
other regions globally? (environmental)
CON:
e What role do United States regional resources have on the
global economy?
e What economic factors determine if a region (globally) is a good
or bad place to live?
GEO:

m

e How does the availability of certain resources affect the way the
United States region’s people live and interact with others globally?
e What role does climate play in people’s lives?



http://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
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